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XXX.— 0? rare or httle-knoven Lümrceolar. 
By VavEs EpMmuNnp HannıNs, F.L.S., F.Z.S. 


(Plates VIII, IX.) 
EContinued from “The This,” 1870, p. 392.1 


Ir frequently happens that a, general deseription of form and 
colour intended to indicate a particular species applies so vvell 
to another for vhich it vas not mtended, that unless mca- 
surements are added, or some marked specific character 
pointed out, it is impossible to diseriminate the to vithout 
reference to the type or types vhich furnished the deseription. 

A casc in pomt is afforded by the CAaradrius pecuarius of 
Temminek. 

VVhen that eminent omithologist deseribed and figured 
(P1. Col, 183) a little Plover from the Cape of Good Hope, 
he doubtless imagined that his plate vvould eonvey to the eyes 
of his readers vhat he might have failed to make elear by his 
text , but unfortunately there arc tvvo specics to vhich, in the 
absence of all measurements, the deseription and plate vill 
equally vell apply. Not unnaturally therefore they have 
been applied by different naturalists to different birds, some 
supposing that Temminek intended to vefer to the smaller 
of thc to species, sometimes knovn as CA. ZezZützi, vhich 
is generally distributed throughout the eontinent of Africa, 
and does not visit St. Helena, others maintaining that the de- 
seription and plate sufficiently indicate the larger bird, vlich, 
strange to say, 1s exclusively confined to that remote island. 

"To elcar up the dificulty is the obyeet of the present paper , 
and, to plunge öp mdedöas yes, 1 vüll first state the conelusions 
at vhich 1 have arrived, and then adduce the reasons vhieh 
have led me to suclı conclusions. 

The bird upon vhich Temminek bestoved the specific name 
pecuartus is the smallev of the tvvo allied species, vehich imn- 
habits Africa generally, but 1s not found in St. Helena, An 
older name for it is Caradrius vartıs, Vieillot. 

The $St.-Helena bird, popularly knovn in the island as the 
“€ VVire-bird,” is at present vithout a setentific appellation, and 
1 propose therefore to name it AEyöal?fis sanciee-helenco, 
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Before 1 could form any opinion on this subfeet, it vas of 
course material that 1 should examine the type or types of 
Temminclk”s deseription. Accordingly 1 visited the rich mu- 
seum at Leiden, vhere, although a sveek vas too short to 
admit of my inspecting all the ornithological treasures, 1 vas 
enabled to satisfy myself conclusively upon this point, vhich 
vras one of the chief obyects of my visit. 

The types vverc found duly labelled in Temminek”s hand- 
vriting, Caaradrius pecuarivs. "Yhey are from the Cape of 
Good Hope, and belong undoubtediy to the smaller eonti- 
nental spectes. 

Further than tlis, T sav no specimens of the St.-Helena 
bird in the museum, and from the observations made to me 
at the time by Professor Sehlegel T feel assured that Tem- 
minek vas not acquainted vith that specics. On carefully 
taking the measurements of the specimens vhich he had 
labelled, 1 fmd that they correspond almost exactly vüth those 
of the figure of C2. pecvarinıs in the “ Planehe Colori€e” 188, 
vrhich may therefore be said to be of life-size, although not so 
characterized in the accompanying lİetterpress. 


AEgialitis varüıs seu pecuarius. 


P Dare . 
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7... " 6 İsi 65 İ 11 7. İBrit. Mus, 
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“Egüalitis sanctee-helence. 


.. Sex Tocality, İ Bill. / Vfing. / BöTe qarə, / Mİ. collection. 
1 İ 6 İ St. Helena, İ 85 İ 45 İ 7 İ 151 b İREH. 
21.. .. göl qal 7 İ15.101 ın 
5... .. 8 İ 44. 365 İ 145) 95) 5 
41 .. 5 5 İ 45 65İ 151 95) 5 
5. s B İM s k" 

6. İ 4 “ gö İl q4 İİ 7 İ 151 9 . 
“am. ı S İ 441 7 ) 145İ 9 5 
8. . ni “8 4-5 6 15 / 1: 1 Brit, Mus, 
9. 2 S 145196 İl5İT . 
101 .. iz göl 456177 İ 1511 k 
ın Ğ m "85 İ 46 İ 96 16 1: (A, Nevrton. 
ləl o -- göl 45İ 7 İ 15İ1 P 


"The preceding table of measurements vill sufüciently indi- 
cate the diserepaney in size vvhich exists betyeeen the tevo 
species, and vill serve to distinguish them at all times, not- 
vvithstanding the similarity of their plumage. 

On placing the tvvo species in yuxtaposition, their relative 
sizes appear as follovs :— 


Bill, VVing. Bare tibia. Tarsus. Mid. toe. 


in. in. in. in, in. 
ZE, varius 8. pecuarlıs “6 40 "5 ız ki 
ZE, sanctez-helene .. “8 4.5 öri 15 "05 


I append deseriptions of the to species, vith: sucli 
particulars of the life-history of cach as T have becn able to 
collect. 


ZÖÜGTALITIS VARIUS. (Plate VİİL) 

Charadrüus varüts, Vicillot, N. D. xxvil. p. 148 (1818). 

Charadrüus pecuaruıs, Yemm. PI, Col, 185. livr. 81 (1828) , 
Lichtenst. Verz. Doubl. p. 71 (1823) , VVagler, Syst. Av. 
Char. sp. 17 (1837) , Lesson, Traite d”Orn. p. 544 (1831), 
Eittlitz, Kupf. Vöz. p. 36, ik Ə (18982) , “Grey, Gen. 57:32 
p. 544. (1844—49) , Striekfand, Ann. R Mag. N. H. 1859, 
p. 348, Sehlegel, Mus. P. B. Curs. p. öd (1865) , Finseh, 
"Trans. Zool, Soc. 1870, vil. p. 297, Heuglin, Om. N. O. Afr. 
p. 1038 (1873). 
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Charadrius kittützi, Nevton, Ibis, 1867, p. 251, note”, 
Layard, B. S. Afr. p. 297 (1867) , Ayres, İbis, 1869, p. 300. 

Charadrius pectoralis et Ch. frontalis, Lichtenstein, No- 
mencl, p. 94. 

Charadrius pastor, Cuvler, Mus. Paris, Lesson, Man. d”Omn. 
1. p. 319 (1898). 

Charadrius isabellinus, Müller, Naumannia, 1851, iv. p.29. 

Heucopolüuts pecuariuqs, Bonap. Compt. Rend. 1856, p. 417. 

Hüaticulo pecuaria, Ruppell, Syst. Uebers. p. 118 (1845). 

-dögüalitis longipes, Heuglin, Syst. Uebers. p. 56 (1856). 

-Egüalitis sennaarensis, Pr. VVüryt. leon. ined. t. 71. 

dEgüalitis pecuarüıs, Cassim, Proc. Acad. Philad. 1859,p.173, 
Heuglin, 1. f. O. 1860, p. 199 , Hartlaub, 4.1. O. 1861, p. 268, 
Om. VV. Afr. p. 215 , Taylor, Tbis, 1867, p. 68, Shelley, Ibis, 
1871, p. 147), id. B.Egypt, p. 289 (1872) , Guney, Andersson, 
B. Damaral, p. 274 (1873). 


Descr. Suprğ fuscescenti-brunneus, plumis omnibus ochras- 
centi-rufo marginatis , fronte et linca circa nucham 
pileum cingente albis : lineü angustü frontali et fasciğ, 
infra oculum ad collum posticum ducta nigris, genis 
totis gulaque albis , uropygio medio cum supracaudali- 
bus nigris, laterali albo : teectricibus paullo pallidiori- 
bus, mağoribus fulvescenti-albo terminatis, exterioribus 
nigricantibus, remigibus brunneis, scapis medialiter albis, 
secundariis albo terminatis, et primarils interioribus extüs 
conspicu6 albo notatis, secundamis longissimis dorso con- 
coloribus : reetricibus mediis brunneis, proximis grada- 
tim albis, duabus extimis omnino albis : pectore pallide 
ochraseenti-ferrugineo : abdomine, hypochondrils, sub- 
caudalibus, subalaribus et axillaribus albis : iyide fusc , 
rostro pedibusque cinerascenti-nigris. 

“Dimens. vostr. 6 , alae 4 tib. nud. “5 ş tars 12, dig. med."7. 


Ha. Africa. 


Prof, Nevvton (£ c.) aseribes this name to Reichenbach”s “Synopsis 
Avium,” on the authority of the late Mr. G. R. Gray but on consulting 
tvvo copies of the vvork referred to (Mr. Selater”s, and that in the library 
of the Zoological Society of London), 1 have been unable to find any men- 
tion of it, İt is true a figure of the bird, evidently copied from Temminck”s 
“ Planehes Colori€es/ is given (fig. 706) on a plate in the Society”s copy ş 
but no name is assigned to it, and no reference is made to this plate in the 
index. In Mr. Sclater”s copy, the entire plate (on vvhich seven other 
species are also figured) is vvanting. 
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In the 37th volume of the “Nouvcau Dictionnaire d”His- 
tolirc Naturelle/ published in 1818, Vieillot thus deseribes his 
Charadrius varius, givimg :it the same French name “le pluvier 
pətre,” vhich Temminek a fev years later bestoved upon his 
Charadrius pecuarıs :(— 

€ Le pluvter patrc, Cöaradrius varis, Vicill,, se trouve en 
Afrique. Le möle a İle front blanc, de möme qu”une bande- 
lette qui passe au-dessus des yeux, et entoure la, tete au- 
dessous de Poceiput , une raic transversale d”ün brun nolrütre 
lui succede sur le vertex , la gorge, le ventre ct les partics 
postericures sont d”un becau blane , le devant du eou et la 
poitrine roussütres , unc bande noire part de dessous Pozil, 
descend sur les cöt€s de la gorge, ot elle s”elargit et remonte 
sur la nuque, ot elle forme un demi-eollier , le reste de 1a 
töte, le dessus du cou et le manteau sont vari€s de blanchitre 
et de gris sombre , les grandes pennes des ailes noires, ainsi 
qu”une partie de celles de la qucue , le bee et 1les pieds sont 
de cette couleur. Taille de pözeter d pottrine ölanche (4. 
caniianıs). 

“€ La femelle, ou le yeunc, n”a point de bande noire au des- 
sous de Poeil, ni de taches noiritres sur le ventre, et İle yeste 
des parties inferieures est tr6s-peu prononcö.” 

"There can be no doubt that this deseription applies to the 
spectes under discussion. 

Nov, according to the dates of the İivraisons of the 
“ Planehes Colori€es ” given by Mr. Croteh, Tbis, 1868, p. 500, 
the 3lst livraison, in vhich Temminek”s Cöaradrius pecu- 
arius appeared, vas not published until düly 1828, or five 
ycars after Vieillot”s deseription in the “ Nouveau Dietionnaire/” 
Vicillot”s name is therefore entitled to precedenec. 

Although mentioned by so many authors, but little has 
been published of the history of this bird. So far as ve knov, 
it appears to be distributed over the vhole of contmental 
Africa, and not confined to the coast, but to be met vith often 
at a considerable distance inland. Specimens from Cape Verd, 
Gambia, Ashantee, and Angola are in my collection, vith 
others from Damaraland and the Cape, obtained respectively 
by the late Mr. Andersson and Mr. E. L. Layard. The 
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British Museum and other collections have enabled me to fill 
up blanks along the coast-line, and supply, as it vere, a con- 
tinuous chain of localities from the N.VV. göd the Cape to the 
N.E. Perhaps the most inland İocality for the species, vüth 
vrhich: 1.am acquainted, is Kordofan, vhere it vas met vitlh 
by Mr. Petheriek, as recorded by the late Mr. Striekland (£ e.). 
Mr. Andersson found it not uncommon in Damaraland, but 
did not think that it nested there. Tt vas to be seen in flocks 
often composed of a considerable number of individuals, and 
feeding on the small insects vvhich are to be found in the 
moist and humid lİocalities to vhich it is partial, At some 
scasons he found it very abundant at Obyimbinquce, but he did 
not recollect ever to have observed it on the sca-shore. Further 
south this little Plover is common about the chain of lagoons 
formed by the Salt River, and along the sea-shore near Cape 
Tonen. Mr. Layard has also seen it in September on the 
rocks at Green Pont and on Robben Island , and it is abun- 
dant near Zoetendal”s Vley. Tn the Trans- Vaal territory, Mr. 
Ayres says (£ c.), the species remais throughout the summer, 
and breeds. He observed it to frequent the muddy flats, run- 
ning vith considerable sviftness, stopping suddenly and bob- 
bing the head as many of the Plovers do. He deseribes the 
colours of the soft parts thus :—“ Eye large, iris very dark , 
bill blaek , tarsi and feet ashy black.” 

"This species is not included by Dr. Kirk in his notice of 
the birds of the Zamlbesi region (This, 1864, pp.381, 332), and 
Dr. Finseh says (Trans. Zool, Soc. 1870, vil. p. 297) “ it seems 
not to have becn observed on the Red Sea ş” but this must be 
accidental, because not only does it occur in Abyssinia, but 
Mr. (esse procured a specimen at Zoulla, vrhieh borders upon 
the Red-Sea coast”. Moreover itis plentiful throughout Egypt 
and Nubia, as ve arc informed by Dr. Rüppell (Syst. Uebers. 
pal18), Ylr. v. Heuglin (Om. N. O. Afr.-p.1055)yand.Capt. 
Shelley (Birds of Egypt, p. 289), “ frequenting similar 1oca- 


öz Since the above vas in type, 1 have seen Mr. Vesse”s specimen in the 
collection of Viscount VValden, vvho agrees vvith me in referring it to the 
young of ZE, marginatus ( Vieillot) ( CA. növüfrons of Cuvier and Lesson), 
and not to ./E. pecuartus, as given by Dr. Finseh, £.e. 
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İities to those of 7. canilanıs and 28. minor, and generally 
met vith in floceks.” Heuglin spcaks of it as “ rather a com- 
mon vesident bird f(Standvögel) throughout the vhole of 
the Nile region,” İts numbers, hovever, appear to vary 
considerably in the same locality in different years ş for in 
1870 Capt. Shelley only met vith it once near Golosanoh, 
although he vvas then anxious to procure some specimens, 
vrhile in 1868 and 1871 it vas one of the most abundant of 
the small Plovers. 

It vill thus be secn that it makes the vhole tour of Africa, 
but, so far as ve knovr at present, does not travel beyond these 
limits, not even to Madagascar. Aceording to Heuglin it lives 
singiy and in small flocks, alvays near vater, more frequcntiy 
near canals and lakes than near the Nile proper. İt is on 
this account, perhaps, being out of the beaten traet, that it 
has been less frequently observed by travellers on the Nile. 
In habits and mode of life it is said not to differ from the 
common BRinged Plover ((4£. 2öaficula). üs food consists of 
larvəe, veorms, flles, and small beetles living in the sand. The 
eggs, of vvhich T have specimens procured in South Africa by 
my friend Mr. Layavd, are most like the eggs of 45. fZricollaris 
and .48. nigrifrons (Australia). "They are a trifle smaller than 
those of the vell-knovmn 27. canfiamıs, less pyritorm in shape, 
and vith a smoother and therefore more glossy shell, İn 
colour, though not in shape and size, they remind one of the 
eggs of Cursorius gallicus, being of a, pale clay-colour elosely 
frcekled over vith minute specks and seratehes of umbery- 
brovn. 


ZEGTALITIS SANCT/E-HELEN/2£. (Plate IX.) 

Charadrius pecuarius, Layayd, Tbis, 1867, p. 251, Birds S. 
Afr. p. 297 (1867) , Nevton, Tbis, 1867, p .251, note, Baker, 
Zoologist, 1868, p. 1475 , Mellis, Tbis, 1870, p. 104. 

"The “ YVire-bird” of the natives. 

Descr. Similis 48. vario (scu peecuario) sed conspieu6 maf)or , 
rostro et tarsis longioribus , subtüs albidior : scapis pri- 
mariorum brunncis, scapo primarii primi tantüm albo, 
preecipu6 distinguendus. Tride fusc2 , rostro pedibusquc 
nigerrimis., 
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Ditas. vostr. “8: ale 4:5, tib. und. "7, tas, 195, dig, 
med. “95. 

Haö. mn insulA Sanetec Helenoe. 

Tdependently of its larger size, longer and more robust 
bill and tarsi, the “ VVirc-bird” may be distinguished from 
its continental ally by the colour of the primaries, m vhich 
the shaft of the first quill only is vhite, the other shafts being 
dusky brovn , in the other species all the shafts are mesially 
vrhite. 

VVhen Mr. Layard published his “ Birds of South Africa,” 
he vas under the impression that this species, the “ VVirc- 
bird,” vvhieh he had then recently obtained in St. Helena, 
— vyas the truc C2. pecvariıs of Temminek, although upon vhat 
ground 1 do not knov , for Temminek states that his bird 
came from the Cape. Accordingly he gave Temminek”s name 
to this species, and called the true €2. pecgarivs, vüth vhieh 
he vas quite famillar in South Africa, 2ö/£/22c2. "This Tİ növə 
propose to rectify, for the reasons above stated. 

It is very remarkable that a bird like the present, vell 
formed for flight, and having to a grcat extent the habits of 
other Plovers, should be exclusively confined to a, partienlar 
island : yet such, 1 take it, is the case ş for 1 have seen no spe- 
cimens of this bird from any part of eontinental Africa, 

AİI that ve knov of its history, therefore, has been collected 
in St. Helena. Tts haunts are thus deseribed by Mr. Layard 
(/.. ce.) :—“ A plateau of arid burnt-up  seoriaee, rent by fearful 
ravines, in vrhich a fev caci/? struggled for existenee. İlere 
and there an Ase/epöas looked green and inviting to the miser- 
able goats, and vvas frequented by little bands of a red but- 
terfly (Danais ehryysippus) and the ubiquitous CyaZ2is cardut. 
Nov and then a İttic floek of the Australian Geopelia tran- 
quilla yose and flev before us, or a dava Sparrov or Cape 
VVaxbill (all introductions) ehattered on the stunted vege- 
tation.” 

On shooting several specimens of the “ VVire-bird,” Mr. 
Layard soon found that he had a bird vith vhieh he vas not 
previously acquainted , and he observes, “on comparing my 
specimens viüth C. pecsariqs, Yemm., 1 found them to be larger 

SER. 111.—YOL. 111. U 
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every vay, and to be lighter on the breast and belly. They 
come, hovvever, very close.” 

“€ VVhile sitting on the ground arranging the feathers of my 
Dird, and vondering vhat it could find to cat in such barren 
spots, 1 detected some odd-looking exereseences on the bloeks 
Of scoria about us ş and a closer examınation shovred these to 
be small shells of the genus Saecözea, "These, together vith 
Coleoptera, form, as TI diseovered by their stomachs, their 
ehtef food.” , 

Mr. Melliss informs me that they lay tlirce or four eggs of 
a pale colour (vhitish) dotted vith black, in the centre of a 
mass of covr-dung, making no nest, that they remain in the 
island throughout the year, and frequcnt open plains , vater 
seemed no attraction to them. 

"They are called “ VVire-biyds,” says Mr. Layard, “ from the 
fact that their legs are long and thin. İ suppose they ap- 

epear absurdly so to the aborigines of the island, vho have so 
fev birds to look at.” Another observer, hovvever, Mr. Eden 
Baker, says (Zoologist, 1868, p. 1475), thc 1ocal name of this 
species 1s taken from its haunt, the “ vire-grass,” a knd of 
couch grass that grovs vhere the fertile paris of the island 
gradually change to the barrenness of the outer roeks ş and 
this vievv 1s taken by Mr. Melliss, vho says (Tbis, 1870, p. 10, 
“€ "This bird frequents chicfiy the outskirts of the island, and 
is generally to be seen rumiing about on the hot stony plains, 
more or less covered vitli “vire-grass” (Ciyyodon dactylon). 
It feeds upon beetles and a, small animal (Seecised, sp.?) 
found adhering to and hiding under the rocks and stoncs, vith 
vrhich the ground is partly covcred. İt is rarciy, but occa- 
sionally, seen mland, sometimes in pairs, sometimcs in floeks 
of five or six, İt lays in the summer months of December 
and danuary, tvyo eggs, in colour grey, vith black markings. 
It is stated, on the pretty good authority of several persons 
long resident m the island, that this bird makes no nest, but 
lays its eggs in dry cove-dung on the  exposed open gröünd , 
it slightly ecovers them over, but docs not sit upon them”, 

9 "This must be a mistake. The bird probably only covers its eggs to 


hide them in its absence, as is the case vvith Ga//nada ehloropus, Podiceps 
münor, and other species.—d. BE, H. 
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merely retumning occasionally to see that they are safe, and 
to take care of the young birds as soon as they are hatched. 
The colour of the eggs so much resembles the material in 
vrhich they are laid that it is difficult to distinguish them from 
it vithout careful search. 

“ After heavy rain the VVire-bird may be secn frequenting 
and running along the edges of the pools of vyater , but gene- 
rally it finds little vyater in the island to indulge its vading 
propensities. "This deprivation docs not appear, hovever, to 
interfere vith its happiness ş for it is very doubtful if it ever 
leaves the island.” 

There seems to be no appreciable difference in the eolour 
of the sexes. "Tl young remain to be deseribed. 


XXX1.—Notes on the "Vrochilide. 7T/7e Genera Pygmornis, 
Glancis, aad Threnetes. By OsnERT SaLvıN, M.A, £e.,- 
and D. G: Errıor, F.L.S., F.Z.S., 6ce. 


EContinued from page 14.) 
II, 7ğe Gemus Pygmornis. 


Tu specics of this intricate group can be differentiated only 
by a close study of the changes vhieh take place in the plumage 
exhibited by individuals, both as regards their sex and age. 
Mr. Gould, in his article on PöaefAornis adolphi (Mon. 1. 
p. 85), records M. Sall€”s observations as regards the rela- 
tionship betveeen the colours of the sexes of this species as 
ascertained by him from actual dissection of specimens pro- 
cured near Cordova, Mexico, His conclusions vere, that all 
the individuals vvith short and rounded tails vere males, 
vrhile the females had the to central reetrices more pro- 
longed, and the lateral vith a dark zone hetveeen their bronzy 
bases and buff tips. Vieving the other members of the group 
vvith the light that these observations give us, ve find that 
the males as they inerease in age grovr darker on their under 
surface, especially on the throat, that the tails in the same 
sex become shorter and more rounded, and that the light colour 
of the tips becomes evanescent—a, similar faet to that vhich 
Uu 2 
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